
VACCINE INFORMATION STATEMENT

Hepatitis B Vaccine
What You Need to Know

1 What is hepatitis B?
Hepatitis B is a serious infection that affects the liver.  It 
is caused by the hepatitis B virus. 

 hepatitis B.

 hepatitis B.

Hepatitis B can cause:

Acute (short-term) illness.  This can lead to:

Chronic (long-term) infection

and can lead to:

-

 birth;

 by:

2 Hepatitis B vaccine: Why get 
vaccinated?

liver cancer and cirrhosis.

3 Who should get hepatitis B
vaccine and when?

Children and Adolescents

 vaccinated.

Adults

 should be vaccinated.  This includes:



4 Who should not get hepatitis 
B vaccine?

 hepatitis B vaccine. Tell your doctor if you have any 

 reaction to a previous dose of hepatitis B vaccine 

precautions.

5 What are the risks from 
hepatitis B vaccine?

Hepatitis B is a very safe vaccine.  Most people do not 

cause hepatitis B infection.

doses.

hepatitis B vaccine.

6 What if there is a moderate or 
severe reaction?

What should I look for?

What should I do?
Call
Tell 

Ask 

 www.vaers.hhs.gov 1-800-822-7967.

VAERS does not provide medical advice.

7 The National Vaccine Injury 
Compensation Program

1-800-338-2382
www.hrsa.gov/vaccinecompensation.

8 How can I learn more?

 - Call 1-800-232-4636 (1-800-CDC-INFO) or
www.cdc.gov/vaccines
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