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Understanding Thimerosal,
Mercury, and Vaccine Safety

Thimerosal is a mercury-containing compound that
prevents the growth of dangerous bacteria and
fungus. Itis used as a preservative for flu vaccines.
in mult-dose vials, to keep the vaccine free from
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| questions and answers

What is thimerosal? Is it the same as mercury?

contamination. Thimerosal is also used during the
manufacturing process for some vaccines to prevent
the growth of microbes.
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Why is thimerosal used in some vaccines?
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Ensuring the Safety of
Vaccines in the United States
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« Curtently, the United States has the safest, most
effective vaccine supply i its history.

« The United States' long:standing vaccine safety
system ensures that vaccines are as safe as
possible. As new information and science become:
available, this system is, and wil continue to be,

pespectivesof rovps il mplet « The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
ensures the safety, effectiveness, and availability
of vaccines for the United States. Before the
FDA licenses (approves) a vaccine, the vaccine
is tested extensively by its manufacturer. FDA
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‘The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) must icense
(approve) a vaccine before it can be used n the United Sates. FDA
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Understanding the Vaccine Adverse
Event Reporting System (VAERS)
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© The Vaccine Adverse Event Reporting System

« VAERS reports are monitored carefully by the

and the Food a

(VAERS) is one component of the United States'
comprehensive vaccine safety monitoring system.

Centers for Dlsease Control and Prevention (CDCJ
(FDA)

monitoring VAERS, conducting studies, and sharing findings,
appropriateactions ar taken to protet the public’s health.
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of people who have received a vaccine.

« Anyone can submit a report to VAERS including
health care professionals, vaceine manufacturers,
vaccine recipients, and parents or family members

© Reports of adverse events (possible side effects)
after vaccination do not mean that the reported
problem was caused by a vaccine. Reports are
signals that alert scientists of possible cause-and-
effect relationships that need to be investigated.
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Understanding
How Vaccines Work
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Diseases that vaccines prevent can be
dangerous, or even deadly. Vaccines greatly
reduce the risk of infection by working with
the body's natural defenses to safely develop
immunity to disease. This fact sheet explains
how the body fights infection and how
vaccines work to protect people by
producing immunity.
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How Vaccines Work
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The Immune System—
The Body’s Defense Agamst Infection
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Vaccine Information Statements (VISs) are informa-

and Prevention (CDC) that explain to vaccine recipients,
their parents, or their legal representatives both the
benefits and risks of a vaccine. Federal law requires
thatVISs be handed out whenever (before each dose)
certain vaccinations are given.
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Download these CDC fact sheets at
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/spec-grps/hcp/provider-resources-safetysheets.html
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